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The cover photograph of the thirteenth century statue in Salisbury
Cathedral, England, and the blue haze scene which illustrates the role of
terpene aerosol pollution in the Great Smoky Mountains of Tennessee should
convince even the cynical that such problems are real and significant. The
book should have wide appeal, especially in schools and colleges which are
supplementing chemistry, biology and mathematics courses with ‘“‘real world”
issues. It deserves wide circulation.

HOWARD H. FAWCETT

Fate of Pesticides and Chemicals in the Environment, by J.L. Schnoor (Ed.),
John Wiley and Sons, New York, NY 10158, 1992, ISBN 0-471-50232-4, 430 pp.
plus index, $140.

This book is the product of an international symposium held in Jowa
City in November 1987, as a result of a bilateral scientific agreement between
the USA and the former USSR. Over 60 authors from academic institutions,
industry and government agencies, both research and regulatory, are repres-
ented.

A substantial book, it has many equations and mathematical treatments of
the various transformation processes undergone by chemicals in the environ-
ment. The introductory chapters emphasize the magnitude of the effect civili-
zation, with its chemical pollutants and pesticides, has had on the environ-
ment. Pesticides and other chemicals may be changed via photolysis, oxida-
tion, hydrolysis, volatilization, absorption, desorption and bioaccumu-
lation. Several chapters consider the problem of the Great Lakes and the major
pollutants, 'such as dioxins, PCBs, hexachlorobenzene, polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons and heavy metals found in the lakes, and give equations and
data for mass balance calculations.

Even fog acts as a medium aiding in the dissipation of pesticides into the
environment. Transformation of xenobiotics is often mediated by free radicals
in natural waters and sunlight-induced oxidation and reduction reactions.
Several chapters deal with the transformation of halogenated aliphatics in
natural systems, the biorestoration of sites contaminated by such compounds,
and the potential for use of this technique in treating waste sites. Other
chapters discuss computer systems for modeling pesticide runoff and the trans-
formation processes, with extensive mathematical treatment of all the steps.
The final chapter delves into the future of pesticide management and strat-
egies.

Overall, this appears to be a useful and essential book for anyone involved or
interested in pesticide management.

ELIZABETH K. WEISBURGER



